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SEC. 9. VENUE

28 USC § 1391. Venue generally

…
(c) For purposes of venue under this chapter except for section 1400(b), a defendant that is a corporation shall be deemed to reside in any judicial district in which it is subject to personal jurisdiction at the time the action is commenced. In a State which has more than one judicial district and in which a defendant that is a corporation is subject to personal jurisdiction at the time an action is commenced, such corporation shall be deemed to reside in any district in that State within which its contacts would be sufficient to subject it to personal jurisdiction if that district were a separate State, and, if there is no such district, the corporation shall be deemed to reside in the district within which it has the most significant contacts.

…

28 USC § 1400.  Patents and copyrights, mask works, and designs

(b) Any civil action arising under any Act of Congress relating to patents, other than an action for declaratory judgment or an action seeking review of a decision of the Baord of Patent Appeals under chapter 13 of title 35, may be brought only – 

 (1) in the judicial district where the defendant resides;

 (2) in the judicial district where the defendant has committed acts of infringement and has a regular and established place of business; or

 (3) if the plaintiff is a not-for-profit educational institution that owned the rights of the patents in suit as of the effective filing date of those patents, in any judicial district in which the defendant is subject to personal jurisdiction at the time the action is commenced.

(c) Notwithstanding section 1391(c) of this title, for purposes of venue under this section, a defendant that is a corporation shall be deemed to reside in the judicial district in which the corporation has its principal place of business [Any civil action for patent infringement may be brought in the judicial district where the defendant resides, or where the defendant has committed acts of infringement and has a regular and established place of business].




